
          

 

Welcome 

 
At the age of 22, George Williams saw a need in his community of 
London, England. He saw a need to offer young men a place of good 
moral character and thus founded the first YMCA. He did this not for 
personal gain, but for a better community.  
 
We gather here tonight to recognize those very same principles in the 
youth in our community. These teens show the good around us, without 
return of personal gain, award, or recognition. 
 
As our community’s largest youth-serving charity, we nurture the 
potential of every child and teen. We encourage, support, and motivate 
them to live up to their potential. With these future change makers in 
our community, we are convinced we are in good hands.  
 
Join me in celebrating these impactful teens. For a better you. For a 
better us. For a better community.  

 
Ryan Zietlow, Chief Executive Officer 

YMCA of the Northwoods  
 

 

 

 
 



          

 

Program 
 

-Introduction- 
Masters of Ceremony: 

Geoff Weller, Chief Meteorologist, WJFW-Newswatch 12 

Dan Hagen, News Anchor/Assistant News Director, WJFW-Newswatch 12 

 

-Invocation and Blessing- 
Jen Metzger, Director of Faith Formation/Youth Minister, 

Northern Lakes Catholic Communities 
 

-Welcome- 
Ryan Zietlow, Chief Executive Officer, YMCA of the Northwoods 

 

-Keynote Speaker- 
Joe Tofferi, Founder, Train 4 Your Best 

 

-Presentation of Awards- 
Dwight Webb, President, Rhinelander Rotary Club 

Jaclene Tetzlaff, President Elect, Rhinelander Rotary Club 

 

-Y Teen Character Scholarship- 
Matt Steingraber, Scholarship Founder 

 

-Closing Comments- 
Ryan Zietlow, Chief Executive Officer, YMCA of the Northwoods 

 

 

 



          

 

About the Awards 
 

This special evening marks the 20th Annual Teen Character Awards which 

celebrates the hard work and commitment of teens in our communities who 

make a lasting impact on others.  

 

The YMCA Teen Character awards started in 2003 honoring twenty teens. Since 

then over four hundred fifty teens have been honored with this award. The 

opportunity to share their stories and impact is unique.    

 

These award winners are a living example of strong moral character, leadership, 

and service, who are dedicated to strengthening families, schools, and 

communities. Each one of these teens is a testament to the character traits of 

caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. In a time when our communities are 

faced with immense challenges, it is vital that we reach out to each other and 

share these amazing stories. 

 

Tonight, we demonstrate character in action and applaud all of our winners for 

their accomplishments. We encourage them to continue to lead their lives with 

the positive character values they have displayed. Through their actions, we are 

reminded that each of us can make a difference, even when no one is watching. 

One person’s actions are contagious and can inspire a family, a school, or a 

community.  
 

YMCA CORE VALUES: 

 

CARING is evidenced by helping and loving others.  

HONESTY is evidenced by truthfulness and integrity. 

RESPECT is evidenced by valuing the worth of others and self.  

RESPONSIBILITY is evidenced by accountability to others and self. 



          

 

Keynote Speaker 
 

Joe Tofferi  
MS, CSCS, FAFS, FMR, CAFS, 3D MAPS 
 
 
Joe Tofferi is the founder of Train 4 
Your Best and his expertise has been 
in professional, college, and young 
athletes with strength and 
conditioning, rehabilitation, and body 
work. Joe is a Certified Strength and 
Conditioning Specialist (CSCS) and a 
Fellow of Applied Functional Science 
(FAFS).  He is also Certified in 
Functional Manual Reaction (FMR) as 
well as 3D MAPS. 
  
 Tofferi has almost 20 years of experience working with 1000's of Division 1 
Athletes, NBA athletes, as well as professional athletes in NFL, NHL, MLB, and 
many more.  Formerly, Tofferi was the director of strength and conditioning and 
assistant athletic director at University of Detroit Mercy for 7 Years.  He also spent 
time as Strength and Conditioning Coach for the Detroit Pistons.  Joe has an 
undergraduate and graduate degree in Exercise Science from Western Michigan 
University.  Previously he has also worked in the private sector helping I'Move 
develop Sports Performance in West Michigan. 
 
Joe founded Train 4 Your Best to open a business where he could help each and 
everybody reach their potential by having the best movement professionals and 
body coaches under one roof.  Tofferi states, "I want Train 4 Your Best to be able 
to help as many people as possible with movement, exercise, pain, nutrition, rest, 
and any other factor that may come their way as it relates to health and 
performance.  We want to be the best in the game, and I think we are there!" 
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Brooke Andersen 
Phelps High School - Junior 

Nominator - Kevin Grafwallner 

 

Over the last three years, Brooke has actively worked to make her school and 

school community a better place through the Phelps Student Council.  As the vice 

president, she has shown a great deal of care, honesty, and commitment to her 

school and peers.  She actively helps organize events such as homecoming week 

and Pennies for Patients. She advocates for students by addressing their 

concerns with staff and administrators.  Her honesty as an agent of change is well received by staff and 

peers alike.  As a well-respected member of her school student body, Brook utilizes her critical thinking 

skills to challenge students to push their own understanding of a topic. She continues to be an agent of 

change in her community.  

 

Jett Biolo 
Rhinelander High School - Junior 

Nominator Name - Adam Schmidt 

 

As a hardworking, polite, honest young man who has been nominated many 

times by many teachers for student of the month at his high school, Jett is always 

willing to help his peers and teachers. Whether it is helping fellow classmates in 

welding class or assisting teachers in helping struggling students, Jett has 

compassion for others and wants to see them succeed. His ability to be 

trustworthy is a teacher’s dream. Jett is involved in the Hardwater Hodag Ice 

Fishing Team, Northwoods Composite Mountain Bike Team, and is also an apprentice at Lester Electric.  

 

McKenna Brown 

Rhinelander High School - Senior 

Nominator Name - Nathan Bates 

 

As a compassionate leader who is willing to help peers on and off the soccer 

field, McKenna is active in various school activities including student council, 

DECA, and FBLA. Her leadership skills are demonstrated, not only in the 

classroom, but on the soccer field as well. As team captain on her varsity high 

school soccer team, she displays the qualities all coaches want in their team 

leader. McKenna also volunteers and helps with the local youth soccer program in Rhinelander and works 

at the Crimson Café. 
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Braylee Chrisman 

Laona High School - Senior 

Nominator Name – John Markowski & Stacy Chrisman 

 

Braylee has demonstrated honesty with her high marks at school. She has 

been a part of National Honor Society since her sophomore year, has been a 

class officer for four years, and will graduate as Valedictorian. Braylee is a 

naturally caring individual. Her work effort is not only seen in her schoolwork, 

but in her extracurricular activities as well. She has a love for science and 

shares that love by tutoring middle school students. She has volunteered in the community with groups 

such as the Toy and Food Drive, Red Cross Blood Drive, Backpacks to Go, and the FBLA (Future Business 

Leaders of America). Serving in the community by helping at fundraising events, concessions, and 

organizing field trips are other ways Braylee has been a positive impact to the community. Braylee is often 

praised for being a team player. She puts the goal of the team over her personal goals. She is well liked by 

her peers and is a positive role model to the youth in her area.   

 
Taliea Doppke  

Phelps High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Rachel Smith 

 

Over the years, Taliea has led by example in and out of school. Taliea is a great 

role model to her younger siblings, her peers, and underclassmen. During her 

four years of volleyball, she has shown her leadership qualities and was 

designated team captain for her Junior and Senior years. Taliea has proven 

her dedication to her education by earning multiple college credits through 

taking numerous dual enrollment courses at Nicolet. She is a student who 

works hard even in the face of challenges. In addition to her own academics, Taliea has helped others 

achieve their educational goals. She worked ahead in her own coursework in order to tutor other students 

who needed help. Taliea is an all-around selfless person who is always helpful and kind to others. Taliea’s 

work ethic, grit, and determination to succeed regardless of any obstacle thrown at her is an inspiration 

to all she meets.  
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Elise Gregersen 

Northland Pines High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Amber Tilley 

 

Elise impacts her peers, students, and staff in her school community every day.  

In the two years that she has been part of the school community, Elise’s attitude 

towards learning, growing, and challenging herself rubs off in a positive way on 

others around her. She leads by example as part of the forensics team. Elise 

works hard to be inclusive and has supported her peers as they develop their 

skills. Elise is generous with her time and is a part of many groups. She is in 

marching band, the Northland Pines High School National Honor Society Aquila Chapter, and a part of the 

Active Mentor Mentee Partnership group at her school, where she mentors middle school students during 

their homerooms. Through these activities, she has made connections with many students and has proven 

she is a kind, caring student that others can go to. 

 

Ryan Jamison 

Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Kersti Lamers 

 

Ryan is a young man of character and integrity. He is never afraid to make tough 

decisions and avoid peer pressure. He is a positive teammate and encourages 

teammates and opponents to remain positive even when teams would get 

negative. He is kind and always willing to help a teammate or friend in any way 

possible. Ryan is on the National Honor Society with a GPA above 4.0. He truly 

is a student-athlete. He is a member of the Financial & Investment Quiz Bowl. 

He helped organize food pantry collections and volunteers with many local organizations. He helps with 

youth baseball and basketball. Ryan is well respected and is a great leader in the school and community. 

 
Naomi Kadlec 
Three Lakes Junior High School – 7th Grade 

Nominator Name – Ameris Grapa 

 

Naomi is a self-driven student that challenges herself on a daily basis. She has a 

humble and caring personality that her teachers notice on a consistent basis. For 

example, Naomi made Christmas snacks for her entire class. Naomi’ drive for 

exceeding expectations was exemplified earlier this school year when she earned 

a trip to the State Solo and Ensemble competition as a seventh grade student.  In 

addition to being a top-notch academic student, she excels in band, choir, and track and field.  Naomi’s 

blend of personal, academic, and musical excellence combined with her deep care and concern for others 

makes her an absolute treasure to her school and community. 
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Grace Krawze 

Laona High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – John Markowski 

 

Grace is a great athlete and a positive role model in the community. Her hard-

work and determination has been demonstrated by her certification to tutor 

reading for 8th grade students, as well as earning her CNA. She can be seen as a 

youth basketball program helper, an altar server in her church, and a childcare 

provider for local families. She was co-captain on the basketball team, took 

second at the volleyball state tournament, and was a star player on the softball 

team. This year, she qualified for The National Physical Fitness Award. Grace has been a member of the 

Peer Healthy Group, Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), National Honor Society, and serves as 

the secretary of the junior class. Despite her busy schedule, Grace has maintained a 4.0 GPA.  

 

Garrett Kulhanek 

Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Abbey Dall 

 

Garrett displays an outgoing, caring, and positive attitude while assisting 

members with all of their golfing needs during summer at the Rhinelander 

Country Club. In the winter months, he gives back to our community by 

volunteering and coaching youth hockey here in Rhinelander. He spends most 

of his free time with his closest friends. On his hockey team, he starts varsity 

as the goalie. He is a member of the high school golf team. As a great student with many academic awards, 

Garrett is a great role model for the youth in our community. 

 

Kaylyn LaRock 

Laona High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – John Markowski 

 

Kaylyn is an honest and caring person who is willing to help anyone in need. 

Kaylyn works as a tutor in the elementary school, at a local nursing home, with 

youth basketball programs, at her family business, and as a babysitter. She 

received a certificate to assist with teaching The Life After Elementary Class for 

the 6th grade. Kaylyn is a member of the Peer Health Group and the National 

Honor Society. Not only is she well-rounded academically, but she is also active 

in sports and in the community. She participates in cross country, softball, and is the co-captain on the 

basketball team. Kaylyn has also served as an altar server at her church and has worked for the Christmas 

Drive. Though she has been involved in a variety of extra-curricular activities, Kaylyn is still able to maintain 

a 4.0 GPA.  
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McKenzie Lewandowski 
Northland Pines High School – Sophomore 

Nominator Name - Kim Lewandowski 

 

McKenzie has been an active part of her community since she was three years 

old.  She has helped fundraise locally for Kalmar Community Center, Wounded 

Warriors of Wisconsin, Eagle River Chamber of Commerce, and Head Start, just 

to name a few.  Her compassion for others is reflected through volunteering.  

McKenzie demonstrates leadership at school through her work with Student 

Council, the school musical, and as the co-captain for cheerleading.  McKenzie 

does all of this while maintaining exemplary grades and having a job.  McKenzie has worked hard to 

brighten this world and make it a better place to live.  

 
Mikeala Luedtke 

Northland Pines High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Jen Metzger 

 

Mikeala is a kindhearted, hardworking individual that gives back to her 

community in numerous ways. She is the kind of person to jump in and help 

before you realize there is a problem. Mentoring middle school students and 

the youth in her church and organizing and participating in fundraisers are just 

a few examples of how she contributes to the community. She is a member of 

the National Honor Society and is taking many AP and honor classes, all while 

maintaining a job. Mikeala is a rare young lady with a bright future. 

 

Marcus O’Malley 

Rhinelander High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Jenny Heck 

 

Marcus is a three-year letter winner for our high school boys swim 

team.  Marcus is a hard-working individual, dropping significant time in the 

pool this season to qualify for the state swim meet.  Marcus has a positive 

effect on others. On the swim team, he is willing to help whenever 

needed.  He encourages his teammates by pushing them to their potential 

and cheering for them along the way.  In his volunteer roles in church and youth groups, Marcus shares 

his musical talents with others through guitar and sound board operations.  Each October, Marcus loads 

trucks for Operation Childhood Shoe Boxes.  Marcus continually finds ways to not only better himself but 

to also help others.  Marcus is seen as a hardworking, genuine, kind, caring, honest, and responsible young 

man.  
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Frankie Milanowski 

Northland Pines High School – Senior  

Nominator Name – Jen Metzger  

 

Frankie actively serves in his church as a summertime lector and mentors youth 

to serve in various mass ministries. As a natural born leader, he serves as the 

president of the National Honor Society at his high school and volunteers by 

mentoring the youth in his community in different areas. Frankie is passionate 

about performing arts, starring in musicals, and enjoys playing the trumpet. He 

also runs cross county and is a member of the NPHS Civics Team. 

 
McKenna Nash 
Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Grace Zuiker Nash 

McKenna is one of the most caring people you will ever meet.  She has 

consistently displayed this, even through some challenging 

situations.  McKenna demonstrates honesty with teammates, family, co-

workers, and even herself.  She assesses each situation and uses YMCA core 

values in her decision making.  McKenna lives by respecting all others as well 

as herself.  As an athlete, she received the Coach’s Award because of her 

outstanding respect to teammates and coaches.  McKenna provides assistance in a kind and respectful 

manner to help teammates grow. Responsibility comes easily to McKenna.  She has learned to be self-

sufficient in many aspects of her life.  Her employer has recognized this and provided her leadership 

opportunities.  In her athletic, academic, and musical endeavors in high school, McKenna has been 

committed and gone above and beyond in volunteer opportunities. McKenna’s well-rounded experiences 

demonstrate living the YMCA core values.  

Gavin Ostermann  
Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Melanie Ostermann  

 

Gavin’s hard work, kindness, and dedication has positively impacted his 

peers and countless community members. Gavin demonstrates 

leadership in athletics and has been an advocate for his teammates 

while being a dedicated varsity member of the wrestling, soccer, and 

swim teams.  Gavin’s sportsmanship to not only his own teammates, but 

also to opponents, sets an example for many other athletes.  In addition to his athletics and his time spent 

working, Gavin spends much of his time helping community members. He selflessly volunteered his time 

to help restore the train at Pioneer Park and helps community members with different tasks such as 

moving. Gavin is not afraid to do what is right, even when what is right is not popular among peers. He is 

a dedicated and selfless person who is always willing to help others and go the extra mile to do the right 

thing.  
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Brett Palubicki 

Crandon High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Dan Witman 

 

Brett is a hard-working student-athlete who balances a busy schedule of 

maintaining honor roll academics while also participating in three sports. 

Brett's mother is an elementary teacher. He visits with the elementary 

students and helps when he can.  Brett has an infectious personality who 

always has a smile on his face.  He volunteers his time to help coach youth 

wrestling, helps with garbage clean up at the local racetrack to benefit local 

charities, and shoveling snow and mowing lawns for the elderly.  Brett is the type of person who is first to 

step up and help peers and others.  He is the last to leave when a job needs to be done.  Brett has had a 

positive impact on both the youth and elderly in the community.  Brett is also a member of the National 

Honors Society. 

 
Sydney Pitzer 

Lakeland High School – Freshman 

Nominator Name – Debbie Bant 

 

A high honors student and award-winning dancer, Sydney is a compassionate, 

loving, respectful young lady. She spends a lot of time volunteering in the 

nursery and many other children’s programs at her church. In the community, 

she is just as active, winning the Veterans of Foreign Wars Certificate for 

outstanding service to her community. She is involved in activities such as 

youth group, choir, math team, and dance of all kinds. Sydney has done a lot of amazing things while being 

a freshman. 

 
Joe Schneider 
Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Matt Steingraber 

 

Joe is one of the most respectful young men you will ever meet. He cares deeply 

for the kids in our community. Despite some awful injury luck throughout his 

senior season which took away his playing time in the majority of three sports 

seasons (football, hockey, and baseball), Joe always shows up. He is a leader on 

the sideline though he knows he cannot be physically on the field. Not only is he 

there for his team, but he is also present for the community helping with youth sports, working at the 

YMCA, officiating multiple sports and being a great role model by showing up for random pee wee hockey 

games. He mentors youth during the Rhinelander late start days. Joe volunteers 2 hours a week in a 

kindergarten and special needs classroom. He goes to hang out with middle school students at recess 

every Friday. On top of two part-time jobs and all the volunteering, Joe still has managed to be on the 

honor roll every year of high school a high GPA. 
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Sam Schneider 

Rhinelander High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Joe Waksmonski 

 

Sam is a great student, athlete, musician, and role model. Sam always helps 

make sure equipment is set up for practices and is put away 

afterwards.  Sam is always on time and prompt.  Sam is very respectful of 

others including his opponents.  He is not afraid to congratulate an 

opponent for a big hit in the middle of a game.  He will always look each 

player in the eye from the other team and give a very sincere "good game" 

or "good job".  Sam is honest and humble.  Sam shows that he cares about the community through his 

involvement as a volunteer for the YMCA youth baseball classes, Nativity Thrift Store, and summer 

church camp counselor.  Sam is a great musician and plays piano at church twice a month. He also has 

been a little league umpire and holds a part-time job. In his free time, he can often be found at the 

ballfield or ice rink hanging out with younger kids as a great role model for the community. 
 

Cole Shepherd 

Crandon High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Dan Witman & Sarah Adler 

 

Cole is a hardworking, motivated, and well-rounded young man.  His presence 

can be seen and felt in every room of our school district.  Cole is dedicated to 

his studies, athletics, music, and his community.  Cole is also busy and active in 

our community.  He is involved with youth wrestling and was nominated for the 

Wisconsin Leadership Seminar for high school students.  Cole is a Boy Scout who 

has helped organize and run food drives, garbage pickups, and volunteered with older members to assist 

Eagle Scout projects.  He serves as a confirmation mentor assisting younger confirmands in their 

journey.  Cole characterizes the qualities for a Teen Character Award. 

 

Kara Sowinski 

Three Lakes High School – Senior  

Nominator Name – Al Votis & Jayme Wyss 

 

Kara demonstrates caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility in her everyday 

life.  She cares about her classmates, listens to them and is an advocate for the 

students at Three Lakes.  Kara has always been a student leader and most 

recently has shown her exemplary leadership skills as the Student Council 

president.  She is a high achiever in her academic pursuits, earning a 

cumulative grade point average of 4.0 over her entire high school career.  Kara is a member of the National 

Honor Society. Meanwhile, she has become one of the most highly accomplished multi-sport student-

athletes to ever walk the halls of Three Lakes High School.  Kara currently participates in four sports, and 

she has been a part of multiple conference, regional, and sectional championship teams in her high school 
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career, including helping Three Lakes to win gold at the State Track and Field Meet, and a silver ball at the 

State Basketball Tournament. 

 

Hunter St. Louis 

Rhinelander High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Margaret Anderson 

 

Hunter is described as a caring and respectful young man.  At the age of ten, 

Hunter fought courageously through a rare, life-threatening disease. He 

persevered through this adversity and kept up with his academics. Hunter’s 

dedication has led him to being a three-time recipient of the students of the 

month with a high grade point average placing him in the top ten in his 

class.  Hunter is actively involved in many school activities, qualifying to the state level in FBLA, DECA, and 

the Finance & Investment Bowl.  Hunter also volunteers at his church.  Hunter demonstrates the core 

values of the YMCA. His inspirational story has many more chapters to add. 

 

Melanie Stauffer 

Three Lakes Junior High School – 8th Grade 

Nominators Names – Amy Hibbard & Hannah Quinn 

 

Though she is a quiet student, Melanie exhibits great leadership skills at a young 

age. Melanie can be counted on to do the right thing and is consistently willing 

to help peers or assist substitute teachers. Taking students under her wing and 

not being influenced by others are just a few things that make her special. 

Involved in advanced math classes, Melanie excels in academics and is a honor 

student.  She participates in cross country, church youth group, and has been 

on her middle school student council for two years. 

 
Kylee Swendson 

Northland Pines High School – Senior 

Nominator Name – Kay Coates 

 

Over achiever is an understatement when it comes to Kylee. As part of a family 

very familiar with volunteering, Kylee helps organize and participates in many 

events in her community. She is willing to go out of her way to help anyone in 

need. Mentoring middle school students and raising money for organizations 

are just a few ways she spends her time. Kylee participates as the varsity 

volleyball team manager. In 2020, she earned the title of Eagle River Derby 

Queen. To list the number of organizations and programs she is involved in would take up the whole 

evening. Kylee will do great things in the future as a hard worker who will not let anything stand in her 

way.  
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Kaya Szews 

Three Lakes High School – Sophomore 

Nominator Name – Jen Metzger 

 

Caring, honesty, and respect are truly the benchmarks of Kaya’s personality.  

She is always willing to help and routinely goes the extra mile in doing so.  

Kaya is the kind of person that can always be depended on to do what is right, 

no matter what is going on around her.  Kaya lives her life with sheer kindness 

towards others and routinely brightens the room with her smile.  She is an 

active volunteer with her church and in her community, often sharing her 

knowledge and talents with young people as a youth sports assistant coach. As a sophomore in high 

school, she’s exhibiting strong leadership skills as the class president and as a captain for the varsity 

softball team.  Kaya currently has earned a 4.0 GPA, and is on Student Council, the varsity volleyball team, 

varsity basketball team, and earned all-conference honors in softball as a freshman.  She is one of the four 

members of the Three Lakes High School Finance and Investment Bowl Challenge team that qualified for 

the State Competition. 

 

Kallie Volk 

Three Lakes High School – Junior 

Nominator Name – Marge Anderson 

 

Through her determination, passion and care, Kallie has achieved many 

accomplishments. As an athlete she has been named team captain on many 

teams over the years because of her willingness to compassionately help 

teammates, while pushing them to be their best. She participates in volleyball 

and basketball while grabbing All Conference and MVP awards in track and 

cross country. As a student, she is just as impressive by being a member of the National Honor Society, 

Student Council Vice President and Secretary, while keeping a 4.0 GPA. 

 

Hannah Zapata 

Crandon Middle School – 8th Grade 

Nominator Name – Tina Taylor 

 

Throughout middle school, Hannah has gone above and beyond as a student. She 

takes great pride in her course work making high honor roll all three years. 

Hannah has participated in Leadership Council in Middle School because she 

wants to make a difference. Hannah helped organize a food drive, build a float 

for the Prevention Parade, organize the Red Ribbon Walk along with a kindness 

campaign, to name a few activities. Hannah treats all students with the upmost respect and is 

incredibly accepting of everyone. She is a model student when it comes to demonstrating the school's 

core values of peace, respect, integrity, dedication, and excellence.   
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Teen Character Scholarship 

 
The YMCA Teen Character Scholarship, made possible by the Steingraber Family, was created to reward 

students for exuding exemplary character in their lives and communities. For the past 20 years, the YMCA 

of the Northwoods has been honoring teens who demonstrate outstanding character and live the Y’s core 

values of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility.  

 

This scholarship is a chance for the YMCA to help these students get a chance to prepare for a career in 

which they can continue to demonstrate positive character values. It is our opportunity to give back to 

students and support them on their continued journey towards futures filled with greatness.  

 

Please join us in congratulating our 2022 Teen Character Scholarship Recipients:  

Joe Schneider and Mari Szews. 

 

Joe Schneider 
 

I think that character is who you truly are and what 

you strive to improve with yourself every single day. John 

Wooden explained it much better than I can when he said: 

“Be more concerned with your character than your 

reputation, because your character is what you really are, 

while your reputation is merely what others think you are.” I 

think that some people help or do community service 

because they know people are watching and want to keep 

their reputation up to par with other people. My Christian 

faith has been a big part of my life and learning, especially in 

regard to character and our purpose on earth, and 

relationships with others. “People are interested in talent. God is impressed by character.” God doesn’t 

ask us to be servants to people and just give them every wish, but to think of others even before 

ourselves. By learning to think of others first, I have realized that I do feel more joy in helping others 

than when I spend my time just worrying about myself. If you need recognition or fame from your peers 

to feel like you are doing something good or something meaningful, then I think you are focusing on the 

wrong things in life and could be easily disappointed. It can be hard to remember that the only opinion 

that matters is God’s. If you are trying to impress people, you will often be let down.  

Character is the person you are when no one is watching. You shouldn’t change your personality 

for the people around you, and you shouldn’t fake your principles and values just to avoid conflict or to 

please everyone. With the crazy world we live in nowadays, it can seem like we have to walk on 

eggshells in order not to offend people. I think however, that if you stand firm in good beliefs and 

values, you can respect and listen to others, even different opinions, and we can all grow in our 
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character every day. One way I try to improve my character now is by purposefully looking for ways to 

serve people. This year, I have had to serve people a lot more and I have been able to see that it has 

helped me become a better, more understanding person. As a result, I have enjoyed life more. I have 

always loved playing sports, especially football, hockey, and baseball, and focused more and more 

throughout the years on improving my skills. By the start of football season this year, I was acting more 

entitled and excited about possibly being one of the superstars on the team. During the first scrimmage, 

however, I seriously injured my knee instead and ended up sitting out the whole season. My character 

was really challenged during this time. After a few weeks of helping on the sidelines and feeling sorry for 

myself, I finally realized the difference between that jealous, entitled feeling and feeling blessed in the 

simple things of life and enjoying time with friends. I didn’t have to be the superstar anymore. I was 

feeling blessed by being able to be part of the team – filling water bottles, being the cheerleader, and 

encouraging my friends in-between the plays on the sidelines of the field. I have also helped coach 

youth football for a few years, but this year I was able to find even more joy in coaching the kids and 

helping them develop a love for the sport. My happiness no longer depended on my athletic successes.  

Fall moved to the winter season and my favorite sport – hockey – but I was cleared to play. I had 

a new attitude and a new appreciation for practices and my teammates. I was enjoying it all. I was also 

gearing up to coach my youngest brother and youth hockey for my fifth year. The first high school game 

started, and I knew, win or lose, I would be enjoying every moment. Halfway through that first game, I 

got hit and re-injured my knee. I was out again. I ended up having surgery and finished the season on 

the sidelines with a good attitude and a grateful heart. Some things in life are unpredictable, but I had 

already learned a lifelong truth that will always help you – you can always choose a good attitude. One 

other really good thing that came out of my unexpected changed schedule this year, was that I was able 

to add a student mentorship time to my day and help out with a middle school special education 

program, as well as a kindergarten class, which both have helped me learn so much about people, 

differences, skills, goals, and what’s really important in life. A thousand words is not enough to tell what 

I’ve learned in my senior year. It’s all come down to a year of character building that I wasn’t looking for, 

but that I will be grateful for the rest of my life. My love of coaching and joy in helping others has 

become my goal for college and beyond – to become a teacher and encourage the youth to become the 

best people they can be. This year has helped me experience true joy in learning to think less about 

myself and see the value and joy that comes naturally when caring about others. This year has 

developed my character more than any other year in my life and has shown me the importance of 

working every day on God’s goals for me which will continue to help me to become the best version of 

myself, and in turn, be that person I can be proud of when no one else is looking. 
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Mari Szews 
 

A person’s character is how an individual defines 

themselves and how others perceive that individual. 

Character affects an individual’s actions and impacts the 

lives of those around them. To me, having and maintaining 

a strong and positive character is important every day 

because it is how people portray you. There are several 

ways that I display character now: through my thoughts, 

words, and actions. In the future, I plan to continue to 

display this character and develop it to become stronger 

as I am exposed to new and different experiences.  

I believe that character is the personal values, 

morals, ethics, and characteristics that define who you 

are. Character is the personality and traits that set you apart from others. An individual’s character 

assists a person in making decisions about what is right and wrong. Character is made up of character 

traits that make an individual who they are, and the YMCA core values such as caring, honesty, respect, 

and responsibility, are examples of traits that develop a person with strong character. When someone 

has these traits, they are able to create a positive influence on the lives of others by exhibiting positive 

actions. The actions and traits a person exhibit is character. Character is composed of your moral 

compass and values that affect your actions. To have a strong character means to do the right thing 

even when no one is watching.  

My character was developed at a young age through the influence of my parents, siblings, peers, 

and those around me. My family, specifically my parents, have had a tremendous impact on my 

character. I have learned how to be responsible, caring, respectful, honest, a leader, and overall a good 

person with a strong moral compass and character. They have set a great example of a strong character 

that I have modeled. I display character now through my leadership, community service, doing my best, 

working hard in school, involvement in sports, involvement in my church, respect for classmates and 

teachers, exhibiting the YMCA core values, and trying to do what is right in every situation. Character is a 

huge part of being a leader. As a National Honor Society Treasurer, Class President, student council 

member, and captain of the volleyball, basketball, and softball teams, I have to show character. I set an 

example for my fellow students and teammates by working hard and being respectful to teachers, 

coaches, and peers. I am a quieter person, so leading by example and demonstrating character is more 

important to me than verbally communicating the right thing to do. Through community service, I also 

display character. Helping others in the community and giving back to them displays character. 

Throughout high school, I have volunteered as a youth basketball and softball coach, 

volunteered at various community events such as tournaments, races, and church picnics, and 

volunteered to clean St. Kunegunda church. These acts of community service demonstrate my character 

and commitment to the community. My involvement in St. Kunegunda Church is also a way that I 

demonstrate character. I have been an altar server since second grade, and I have participated in many 

church activities. One of the most fulfilling things that I participated in the church was taking pictures of 

the church remodeling process to document the progress. The remodeling was very important to the 
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church because it has been in the works for a long time. I was glad that I could help be a part of that 

event. Working hard and doing my best in everything I do also demonstrates my character. I have been 

able to maintain a 4.0 GPA while participating in extracurricular activities and a part-time job. All of 

these experiences that I have had throughout high school have both developed and displayed my 

character now.  

In the future, I plan to display character in several ways. As I get older, I will be exposed to new 

experiences in college which will strengthen and continue to develop my character. I plan to attend St. 

Norbert College where I will pursue a major in elementary education. In college, I will continue to 

display character by continuing to be a leader, respecting my professors, coaches, and peers, and 

carrying on my academic success. I will work hard to maintain good grades and succeed in academics. 

After college, I plan to display character by working hard for what I earn. I hope to become an 

elementary teacher in the Northwoods community. By being a teacher I will be able to set an example 

for many students to follow. By setting a good example and being supportive to the students, I will be 

able to teach and develop the youth to be productive citizens in the community. Affecting the lives of 

students will impact the lives of those around them. I also plan to give back to the community after high 

school. I plan to give back to the community in the future through donations and volunteering. I plan to 

donate clothes or other items to local organizations or food to the local food pantry. After high school, I 

also plan to continue to volunteer for various organizations in the community. I will continue to 

volunteer for St. Kunegunda Church and support other local businesses. One day, I hope to be able to 

help students just like me in this Northwoods community pursue their college education through 

scholarships, just as the YMCA has. My character will strengthen as I continue into the future.  

Maintaining a strong character is very important to me, and I thank you for creating the YMCA 

Teen Character Award to honor teens with this same value. It is a great honor to be recognized for our 

hard work and character. The availability of this scholarship to teens with great character who are 

continuing their education and your commitment to this community is also appreciated. Thank you for 

your time, and generosity, and for considering my application for the YMCA Teen Character Scholarship. 
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Sponsor Highlight 

 

 

Rhinelander Rotary 
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

www.rotary.org 

 

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who come 

together to make positive, lasting change in communities at home and abroad. Solving real problems takes 

real commitment and vision. For more than 110 years, Rotary members have used their passion, energy, 

and intelligence to take action on sustainable projects. From literacy and peace to water and health, we 

are always working to better our world, and we stay committed to the end. Our 35,000+ clubs work 

together to: Promote Peace, Fight Disease, Provide Clean, Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene, Save Mothers 

and Children, Support Education, and Grow Local Economies.  

 

Rotary Motto: Service Above Self 

Rotary Values: Service, Fellowship, Diversity, Integrity, and Leadership 

Interact Club: Interact clubs bring together young people ages twelve to eighteen to develop leadership 

skills while discovering the power of Service Above Self. Find out how serious leadership can be seriously 

fun.  

 

 

 

WJFW - Newswatch 12 
MAJOR SPONSOR 

www.wjfw.com 

 

Dan Hagen, News Anchor/Assistant News Director 

Dan came aboard Newswatch 12 in February 2019. He grew up in Appleton, Wisconsin, and spent many 
weekends at his family's cottage in Arbor Vitae. Dan graduated from St. Olaf College in 2017 with a 
major in mathematics. He is a member of a mathematics national honor society Pi Mu Epsilon. During 
Dan's sophomore year at St. Olaf he started a radio show at the college station. During his senior year, 
Dan had an internship at KYMN 95.1 in Northfield, Minnesota, where he wrote and read news stories. 
After graduating, he joined a major healthcare company in the Twin Cities metro area to work as an 
analyst. He enjoyed his coworkers and paycheck, but a year and a half into his job he decided to pursue 
his passion of journalism and returned to the Northwoods. Nature and outdoor recreation have always 
been big parts of his life, most prominently working for the Forest Service and cross-country skiing. 
During the summers between college terms, Dan worked in the Kootenai National Forest. He spent most 
of his weekends backpacking and still enjoys camping, especially in the Boundary Waters. Dan was on 
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the ski team in college and has done five Kortes and five Birkies to date. You'll often find Dan either at 
the Minocqua Winter Park or WinMan Trails working on his V2 technique. Dan is also passionate about 
music. He knows perhaps too much about the Beatles, and was even in a Beatles cover band in college. 
He plays guitar, piano, ukulele and started writing music a couple years ago. Dan released his first solo 
album "Stranded" in February 2019. Dan is an owner for the Green Bay Packers and a lifelong, diehard 
fan. He is a congenital anosmiac--meaning that he has never had a sense of smell. Dan climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro in 2016. 
 

Geoff Weller, Chief Meteorologist 

Geoff joined the Newswatch12 team in November 2015 as a weekend meteorologist and reporter. Geoff 

didn’t travel far to end up in the Northwoods. A native of Grayslake, Illinois, Geoff spent his summers at 

the family lake house near Stevens Point. A graduate of the University of Oklahoma, Geoff supplemented 

his broadcast meteorology education at Mississippi State University. Directly out of college, Geoff took a 

career detour. He entered the business world working in several large cities all over the country, including 

stops in Chicago, Miami, Orlando, Dallas, Phoenix, Cleveland, Atlanta and Las Vegas. While his experiences 

in the business world proved successful, they took him away from his true passion. In late 2013 Geoff 

decided the time was right to follow his dreams. He quit his job, re-enrolled in school, and picked up a 

full-time weather internship at WGBA-TV (NBC26) in Green Bay to compliment his previous years-long 

internships in Oklahoma City. Geoff loves the outdoors. While he is technically always working (observing 

the weather is a 24/7 job!), you can also find him skiing, biking, and boating that is, when he isn’t up in 

the air sharpening his skills as a licensed pilot and Certified Flight Instructor.  Geoff could not be happier 

to be working in north central Wisconsin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



           

~ CARING ~ HONESTY ~ RESPECT ~ RESPONSIBILITY ~ 

Thank You 
Many heartfelt thanks to all who have made this inspirational night possible! 

 

-Presenting Sponsor- 
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-Major Sponsors- 
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-Half Table Sponsors-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Additional Thanks- 

The Pines Event Center 

Reuland’s Catering 

Laser Innovations 

Trig’s Bakery 

Geoff Weller 

Dan Hagen 

Joe Tofferi 

Jen Metzger 

Bob Mainhardt 

 

Packing Corporation of America 



 

 

 


